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All hands on deck

Ju ly /August  2009

National Milk Laboratories has taken on 
a number of new clients following the 
demise of Dairy Farmers of Britain. 
Processors who previously bought milk 
from the co-op have switched to buying 
directly from producers and they have 
committed to using NML for testing 
bulk milk samples for payment 
purposes. 
“The changes we have seen during the 
past month have been unprecedented 
both in terms of the number of farms 
affected and the speed of the change,” 
says NML director Ben Bartlett.  “This 
was a challenge for NML as there is 
normally a reasonable lead time to 
implement changes relating to a switch 

Samples individually identified with bar codes and tested at NML

New face in SE  
Dairy industry enthusiast Lesley 
Durbin has joined NMR as area fi eld 
manager in the south east. Lesley is 
now responsible for the day-to-day 
management of NMR services in 
the region, covering Kent, Sussex, 
Surrey, Berkshire, Hertfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire.
From North Somerset, Lesley grew up 
on the family farm that keeps a 
pedigree 300-cow Guernsey herd. She 
gained a diploma in agriculture and 
in food technology from Cannington 
College. Before joining NMR she spent 
three years as farm liaison offi cer for 
Alvis Brothers – the Somerset-based 
specialist cheese makers. 

Lesley Durbin 

Text soon to arrive
Producers will soon get a text message 
immediately on their mobile phones 
to inform them that their latest milk 
test results are now on the NMR Herd 
Companion website. 
This additional service will be free
to NMR users and will be a useful 
‘early warning’ that results are 
now available for viewing and any 
necessary management action can be 
taken promptly.
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Since the launch of the Herd Companion 
website in 2004, the number of hits on 
the site has increased dramatically. 
Accessed through the NMR website and 
with the prime function of providing a 
reporting service for NMR and NML 
results, the site had a record 5,000 
visitors in January this year. These are 
more than ‘hits’ and include genuine 
site users such as producers, vets and 
advisers. 

Gold Cup farm on show

Companion hits hard
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Lesley Durbin 

210-cow pedigree Ribblesdale Jersey herd 
at Laneside Farm, Waddington, near 
Clitheroe.
The herd is currently averaging 6,000 
litres at 6.40% butterfat and 4.10% protein 
and the priority for the team at Laneside 
Farm is to produce high value milk by 
paying detailed attention to the herd’s 
genetics, nutrition and management. 
RABDF chairman Lyndon Edwards, who 
also chairs the Gold Cup judges, will 
explain why a successful dairy enterprise 
needs to ‘tick all the right boxes’, while 
the Macalpine’s vet, David Walmsley, 
will talk about the importance of herd 
health. NMR’s Jonathan Davies will 
explain how all producers can make the 
most of milk samples and their milk 
records. 
All visitors must register by calling 
RABDF’s Laura Dickinson on 0845 
4582711 or e-mail lauradickinson@rabdf.
co.uk.

Winner of the 2007 NMR/RABDF Gold 
Cup, Ian and Sally Macalpine, is to host 
an open day on Wednesday June 18. All 
producers are invited to visit the leading 

Ian and Sally Macalpine

The NML Wolverhampton site is 
hosting a Johne’s training day for vets, 
in June, organised jointly by BCVA, 
MHH and NML. 
“Johne’s is recognised as having a 
signifi cant economic impact on farm 
through loss of production, poor health 
and early culling,” says NML’s service 
development manager Hannah Pearse.
“Control and prevention of Johne’s 

Focus on Johne’s disease
disease makes sound long-term sense. 
The one-day course will focus on 
identifying groups and individual cows 
most at risk and, therefore, high on 
the list to test.”
NML carries out Johne’s tests for £22 
per annum for quarterly bulk milk 
testing. Individual cow testing is 
available from £2 per sample.

Figure 1: Number of hits on the NMR 
website since 2004
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Silver medal
A new technology development, 
where NMR is involved in software 
development, has been awarded a 
silver medal for innovative farm 
technology by the Royal Highland and 
Agricultural Society of Scotland. 
The new technology, co-ordinated by 
ITI Techmedia, will be able to remotely 
monitor herds to detect conditions 
such as oestrus and calvings.  
The monitoring system features a 
collar with wireless sensors allowing 
two-way communications between 
the collar and base station. The 
company anticipates having the first 
of these products available later this 
year.

NML pops Cork
NML has won a second disease testing 
contract in southern Ireland – this 
time from Cork-based breeding 
company Munster Cattle Breeders. 
Starting in July, bulk milk samples 
from Munster’s milk recording lab in 
Mallow will be tested at NML 
Wolverhampton for a range of 
different diseases, including BVD, 
Lepto, IBR and Johnes’ disease. 

High profile health
A delegation from Animal Health 
Ireland, including representatives 
from the Irish government, the Irish 
Veterinary Service and University 
College Dublin, visited NML and NMR 
in June. They looked, in detail, at the 
herd health planning and disease 
control activities being carried out 
and the services in place for UK 
producers. 
The purpose of the visit was to draw 
on the experience of key providers in 
health planning in GB and also to see 
demonstrations of how on-line and 
PC-based management systems can 
assist in delivering effective health 
plans on farm.

Royal Welsh offer
Royal Welsh show visitors can take 
advantage of a special offer on Johne’s 
disease testing. Call at the NMR stand 
on the edge of the ring.

in buyer. We have worked hard to 
ensure producers and their new buyers 
benefit from a seamless transition.
“Fortunately NML is already set up  
to work seven days a week and  
this has paid dividends. We have been  
able to react quickly, supplying  
new barcode labels for use on farm 
almost immediately and setting up  
new producer details on the central 
database.
“The challenge now is to ensure that the 
purchasers engaging in sourcing milk 
directly off farm for the first time are 
bedded in effectively.” New purchasers 
include Chestnut Dairy, Windmill Dairy, 
Cropwell Bishop and Dewlay.  

New ACO in Wales
Angharad Twose is the new area co-
ordinator in south west Wales. Based on 
the Carmarthenshire and Pembrokeshire 
border, she is responsible for NMR 
recordings on 50 dairy farms in the area. 
This involves collecting data, managing 
the team of samplers and carrying out 
parlour downloads, as well as dealing 
with any queries.
From a family dairy farm, Angharad is a 
member of the Holstein Young Breeders’ 
Club and competed at local shows. 
Now her showing is confined to sheep 
classes with her Lleyn ewes and lambs. 
Prior to becoming an area co-ordinator 

Angharad was an NMR recorder in the 
area.

Angharad Twose


